Selected Definitions of Extrapolative Fiction

Hard Science Fiction




Based upon real, understood concepts of science, usually natural (or hard), but occasionally including

   
social (or soft) sciences

Soft Science Fiction


Based upon pseudo-science or scientific sounding concepts

Soft Fantasy



Based upon specific laws of magics, including spells, potions, and other concrete assistance

Hard Fantasy


Based upon mere whim and wish

Utopia


Based upon the concepts of Eutopia (the perfect place) and Outopia (no place)

Favorite Quotes about Extrapolative Fiction

"Trouble rather the tiger in his lair than the sage amongst his books for to you kingdoms and their armies are mighty and enduring, but to him they are but toys of the moment to be overturned by the flicking of a finger." - Gordon Dickson

"Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic."

-- Arthur C. Clarke 

"Despite all disclaimer, it is only when science asks why, instead of simply describing how, that it becomes more than technology. When it asks why, it discovers Relativity. When it only shows how, it invents the atomic bomb, and then puts its hands over its eyes and says, “My God what have I done?”"

-- Ursula K. Le Guin 

"An SF story is a story built around human beings, with a human problem and a human solution, which would not have happened at all without its scientific content."

-- Theodore Sturgeon

"It's a big universe, but some things really are impossible."-- Larry Niven 

"So I wrote realism disguised as fantasy, that is, science fiction." ---Joanna Russ

"Do not meddle in the affairs of dragons, for you are crunchy and taste good with ketchup."

-- Anonymous

